    I completely agree with the vast majority of this, especially the conclusion. It is tragic how this scare of vaccines is causing parents to actually try to keep their children away from vaccinations that can save their life. I read in this article that the number of measles cases in young children is actually rising because of the insane claims made by such a small minority of the population with no scientific evidence. Much like with other things we take for granted, like food and clean water and indoor plumbing and so many other commodities, as Kester states, some are beginning to treat vaccines as unimportant when it really means the difference between life and death in young children and adults.
    One of the only few dangers I could find during my research involved one of the ingredients in the vaccine, Thimerosal. Thimerosal is a mercury-based chemical, a very toxic element that is used to preserve and protect the vaccine from contaminants. While putting mercury into your blood stream may sound dangerous, I discovered in a study reported by CBS news stating both a) in experiments done, the small amounts of Thimerosal have no negative effects and b) close to zero vaccines used on children today have any Thimerosal at all. Interestingly enough, one of those few is the H1N1 vaccine and certain influenza vaccines, which has Thimerosal in the first batch due to necessity and urgency of a vaccine before the oncoming months of a possible pandemic. Furthermore, those vaccines mentioned above are neither legally required nor necessary to have for the survival of healthy citizens. I personally do not get flu shots because of a combination of many friends and acquaintances getting the shot and still getting the flu because of the automatic immuno-depressing effect caused by the vaccines themselves, my hatred of needles, and good health, but it is definitely a good thing to have available for the masses.
    A problem, as with anything in life, is getting too much of a good thing. The only feasible way I could find vaccinations being dangerous without predisposition to complications such as autism is overexposure to them. I don't believe there is a known or set time table of when vaccines should be taken or how long certain ones should be after another, but having too many different shots trying to prepare your immune systems for intense diseases at once must be somewhat dangerous. Due to the foreign agents inside the vaccination that allows immunity, it seems possible for the immune system to be so worn out after taking in so many shots that one of them is able to become active.
    One of the most telling parts of the debate on vaccinations and autism and in Kester's post is correlation vs. causation (Both an example and something funny for people who actually are reading all this to view). These two words are commonly and sadly used to portray a point of view contrary to the truth without any substantial scientific evidence. When people hear something scary on a news story, many have the tendency to take it without a second thought. When little research is done, or when the confirmation bias comes in to effect during research, a minority or majority of people can come to an absolutely wrong conclusion, which is all too present in our society today.
    In conclusion, it is a great practice for us to scrutinize the medicines and vaccinations that we take in from youth to adulthood, and keep pressure on the industries so they don't get complacent and are restrained from causing real problems. However, when scrutiny becomes a combination of fear, bad correlations and rumor mongering, bad things happen. I truly believe that while vaccines do pose an obvious danger if done wrong or excessively, autism is not something that can come from it. If when you search on Google "study proves correlation between autism and vaccine" and you get one dismissed study for it and then over 10,000 stories about studies against it, it probably has no place in a serious discussion.

