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	At Old Dominion University, there lies that really long, white, rusting structure with a rail for protection from the rain and pillars for keeping everyone aware of what’s in front of them. It is difficult for current students and recent staff members to see the ODU monorail as anything else. Created in 1999 and funded until 2002, the ODU monorail was meant to be a groundbreaking magnetic levitation transportation unit. Instead, many failures and technical problems led to a loss of funding and overall interest in the project. While it is still being operated on, the work on the monorail has slowed to a point where many question if it is worth maintaining the project at all.
While world-wide Maglev trains are very successful, the attempt to make one that covers a very small length and doesn’t go at consistently fast speeds has proved difficult to say the least. In this project, we will evaluate and explain what makes a successful Maglev system, why ODU’s is not, and who will benefit from the implementation of it.
Research Questions
        Currently in our project, there are three main questions that be answered by the research we are doing. These questions form both the basis of our paper and the basis of our reasoning for proposing removal of the monorail. The first and most important question we seek to answer is “Why should we remove the monorail?” This question is the backbone of our paper and is also going to require a lot of research. We plan on considering the benefits the monorail could provide, the cost to finish the monorail, the cost to operate the monorail once completed, and how helpful the monorail would be. We also plan on considering the overall affect the monorail has on the University as a whole. The second main question we seek to answer is “Why haven’t we removed the monorail yet?” We will research how viable the monorail is, how likely it is to be completed, how important the research being done on it is, and what possible uses there are for it once completed. There is also consideration over what could be done with the existing monorail structure and how the track could serve other purposes. The third main question we plan on researching and answering is “Why does the ODU monorail fail where others have succeeded?” This question covers other questions such as how do other monorails work, what makes our monorail different, what are some examples of working monorails around the world, and is there any cheap, effective, or timely way to make our monorail work.
Methods
	Our technical report is going to require three main methods of acquiring information to write a full and comprehensive explanation of our reasoning for the removal or continuance of the Old Dominion University maglev system. We will acquire basic knowledge through a process of extensive research, using the articles present about the monorail system currently in place and its faults or advantages. Secondly, we will acquire a public opinion on the matter by conducting a small survey, asking brief questions about the monorail and its potential use. Lastly, we will compare the ODU maglev system to that of others around the world to gain a perspective of how our current system might be able to function one day.
Timeline
	To display group togetherness and in the name of spontaneity and fun, we decided not to dictate when each person would attend the library or spend a couple hours past midnight doing last minute research, but instead simply give cemented dates of when we need to begin collaborating. First for the proposal, second for synthesis of research, third the group presentation, and lastly the drafts leading up to our final paper. 
1. Meetings on Nov 2, 9, 16
2. Proposal to Robert Nov 19
3. Proposal due Nov 20
4. Survey data collected Nov 22
5. Research done Nov 25
6. Meeting on Nov 30
7. Complete PowerPoint Dec 1
8. First Draft of Individual Work Dec 2
9. First final draft Dec 8
10. Final due Dec 9 

Conclusion
	The monorail is one of the biggest landmarks of ODU’s campus. As it is commonly used as a guide by new students and visitors, the punch line of a joke by old, and a cover from bad weather by all, we felt a deep analysis of it would be beneficial not only to our understanding but the students and all faculty not involved. There are rumors being passed around regarding every angle of the monorail’s existence. We feel as though the student audience will be very interested in uncovering truths and facts regarding the monorail. On the flipside, we constructed a survey to determine the student’s interest in the monorail, as the construction of it affects all who attend ODU.


